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|||||| Chow Chow AFrica:

Editorial
The Chow Chow Africa quarterly e-magazine is free and you 
are welcome to share the link with everyone. The e-Zine may 
be read on any device without needing a special app 
(smartphone, tablet, laptop, desktop). You can download the 
“light-weight” web-version to read offline on your 
computer/tablet. If you would like to print anything, you can 
download the larger pdf version.  

All your photographs help make this issue once again so 
uniquely Chow Chow - thank you for sharing! Feel free 
to let us know of topics you 
would like to read more about
in future issues. 

Continue to demand the best 
interests of the Chow Chow in
all aspects - from breeders, 
owners and rescue facilities. 

 

Thank you for continuing 
your support in helping 
spread the Chow Chow love 
on all our platforms.

Chow Greetings
Chow Chow Africa Team

Chow Chow Africa exists to promote 
all aspects of the Chow Chow as a breed 
and specifically in Africa - by sharing 
news, information and education to 
further responsible breeding, ownership, 
rescue and registration of Chow Chows. 

It is not affiliated to any club, kennel or 
individual and at all times strives to 
remain independent, fair and non-partisan 
in serving the interests of the breed, 
at home and abroad.

Website:  www.chowchows.za.org

Facebook:   www.facebook.com/chowchowafrica

E-mail:   info@chowchows.za.org

E-mail:  editor@i-read.co.zaThe Magazine:The Magazine:The Magazine:

Download/Read OnlineShare the e-Zine



CHOW CHOW BOARDING 

• We offer a 'home away from home' environment 
        for your chow chow where they become 
        part of our family
• Situated on a small holding in a country 
        environment with wide open spaces just 
        south of Pretoria
• All chow chow visitors are personally cared 
        for by the owner
• We are familiar with the breed and specialise 
        in longterm boarding

Contact Celeste Blom on 
082 3205 082 or 

blomchow@gmail.com



 
part 1

Training your
Chow Chow

BY CELESTE BLOM
CHINACHARM CHOW CHOWS
(Thinking pets confident puppy 1/2
thinking pets confident cAT/KITTEN)

How do Chow Chows learn?

Rewarding Chow Chows - not that simple.

Let’s begin with a brief understanding of how dogs learn.  They learn by 
positive reinforcement and repetition of behaviours with you as the owner 
giving the chow chow feedback.  Dogs are not born to naturally understand 
words like No, Sit, Good Boy or understand languages.  They have to be 
taught using positive reinforcement and do not respond positively to 
dominance and punishment.  In particular this is very true of the 
chow chow who is a sensitive soul. 

Applying positive reinforcement means acknowledging correct behaviour 
using positive feedback and reward.  Most dog breeds are food motivated 
and can easily be trained using healthy treats when the correct behaviour 
is offered.  However, when it comes to the chow chow you may be competing 
in an entirely different ball game.  This is a strong minded breed of dog and 
you could be presented with a chow chow that is thinking 
“you want me to do what?” . They may then simply walk off, ignore you 
and go and find something more interesting to do.  Some chow chows are 
not food motivated at all and this can present a ‘training’ challenge.  
If you are faced with this you can give a positive reward by playing a game 
with their favourite toy or by giving the chow chow affectionate attention – 
these are both means of positive reinforcement.  

CHARACTER
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every chow chow deserves quality time
with mental stimulation and physical workout

 

Getting their attention

Give your Chow Chow feedback

One behaviour example is to start teaching your chow chow puppy attention 
control from a young age.  Train your puppy in a quiet environment at least 
two hours after meal time.   Start by dropping a treat on the floor in front 
of your chow chow puppy.  Let puppy eat it and wait until finished before
dropping another one. Repeat this around 8 – 10 times.  
The next time withhold the 
treat for a bit – puppy will 
look up at you to see where 
the treat is.  As soon as 
puppy looks up, this is when 
you would click if using the 
clicker training tool, or put 
in a positive word such as 
‘good boy’ and hand feed 
puppy the next two treats. 
Wait until puppy looks up 
at you again before giving 
the click or positive 
reinforcement by saying 
“good boy” or “well done” 
again and then offering the 
treat.  Once puppy is offering 
this behaviour consistently you can then start adding duration to the 
eye contact before giving the treat. You can also apply this training method 
to adult chow chows using the clicker.
 

Remember that if you are training a young puppy, their attention span is 
very short so do not expect your pup to keep eye contact with you for 
1 minute without looking away.  It will take time for puppy to be able to 
hold eye contact with you for longer periods.  Do a few minutes of training 
every day and remember to keep the training sessions short and fun.  

It is vital that you ALWAYS give your dog feedback.  An example of feedback 
would be a click using the clicker when the correct behaviour is offered and 
then giving a treat. If your chow chow does not offer what you’re asking for 
you can simply say ‘too bad’ or ‘uh oh’ and turn away with no treat given.  
Never shout the word NO as your dog does not understand what this means.  
Just observe the dog’s body language and signals if you shout NO and you 
will see that the dog is extremely confused about what it should, 
and should not be doing. 

Image © C Blom



every chow chow deserves quality time
with mental stimulation and physical workout

 

Using the Clicker Tool with Chow Chows

Consistency is paramount if you want to achieve success in
training your Chow Chow.

Some people may be opposed to using the clicker as a training tool 
because they might not have adequate experience, information and
knowledge in using a clicker.  Chow Chows actually respond very well 
to clicker training.  Remember that our human voices are never consistent 
and we can speak words in many different tones.  We may be tired or just 
not having a good day and then the ‘good boy’ or ‘well done’ does not sound 
the same every time you train your chow chow.  The clicker is always 
consistent and always sounds the same.  

 
Your chow chow will learn to 
associate the click as a marker 
that the correct behaviour has 
been offered.  You can train your 
puppy using positive words, but 
it will never be as reliable and 
consistent as clicker training.  
If you want to clicker train your 
chow chow, you MUST consult 
a professional trainer or take your 
puppy to classes.  Do not just buy 
a clicker and go about training 
your chow chow without the 
required knowledge as it can cause 
more harm than good. The clicker 
is not a toy, a remote control used 
to gain the dogs attention and it 
should NEVER be clicked around 
your dog at random. It is also 
important to note that the clicker 
and treats are faded out as your 
chow chow advances and 
progresses in training.  

Eventually you can use only 
hand signals or learned words 
to get the behaviour that you 
are asking for.

Image © C Blom
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““black chow Chow
““blue chow Chow

A genetic dilution of the black colour, the 
blue (grey colour) can be a solid blue colour, 
or can have grey shading on the tail and 
breeches, and can have a naturally occuring 
reddish tinge from exposure to the sun and 
coat cycles. The eyes are be medium in 
colour & nose will be slate (dark grey). 
Tongue and roof of the mouth are medium 
to dark blue. The flews (lips) and gums are 
a blue-grey colour. Puppy coat is soft to the 
touch compared to adult coat due to 
differing hair properties.

The black Chow Chow coat can be 
solid black, have grey shading in the 
breeches & on the tail, it can also 
show a naturally occuring reddish 
tinge from exposure to the sun and 
coat cycles. Nose and flews (lips) are 
black & eyes dark brown. Roof of the 
mouth & gums blue-black and the 
tongue dark blue. The rough puppy 
coat does not shine like the adult coat 
- due to different hair properties.

Visit Chow Chow Africa website for more detailed information on colours and 
coat types.         http://chowchows.za.org/chowcol_coat.htm
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SPRINGTIME - Tick and Flea Control
  

Although tick and flea control is important 
all year round, spring brings with it warmer 
temperatures as well as wetter conditions, 
optimum conditions for tick and flea 
survival. When fleas feed they inject their 
salvia into the skin which can cause flea 
allergy dermatitis – a very uncomfortable 
condition. Tick bites have  the potential to 
cause over 15 related diseases and be fatal.

Taking over your home!
  

Once fleas have settled onto your pet it’s 
only a matter of time before they move 
into your home, nesting in your carpets, 
furniture and garden, finally setting their 
sights on you and your family – a new 
source of food! These sort of infestations 
are a lot harder to manage and can be 
extremely expensive and inconvenient to 
rectify, often requiring the services of 
professional (and costly) fumigators that 
may even require you evacuating your 
own home while they work. 
So, aside from the obvious and kind 
benefits to your pets, keeping them 
clean of ticks and fleas will benefit your 
home and family in the long run too. 

Information provided by the Pet Food Industry Association 
of South Africa. www.pfisa.co.za

Variety of Products
  

The PFI recommends discussing all avail-
able options with your veterinarian to 
identify which of these options is best 
suited to your pet, your pocket and the area 
and climate of where you stay. Acting on a 
recommendation from a knowledgeable 
source is always advisable. Chow Chows are 
sensitive to certain ingredients, so do your 
research thoroughly.
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water babies! 
OUR COMPETITION ENTRIES 
Our visitors were invited to submit their favorite photo of their Chow Chows’ 
interaction with water - happy or not so happy!
Each entrant could submit multiple photos but only one prize per entrant.
Our Facebook visitors were invited to “LIKE” their favourites and the 
5 photos with most “LIKES” were our winners.  Enjoy these lovely Chows!

Pool Dude

“Joey
Owner Melyssa Setzen

FUN TIMES!



thank you for entering! 
Look out for a new competition soon!
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Senior Chow Chow:

Ciarie, female, 10 years.

This 10 year old girl needs a second chance. 
Please help. 
Loves humans but would be better suited 
as a only dog or have one friend of her size 
or bigger. Please give her a better retirement 
than shelter life. 

To apply to adopt contact 
Lindie 0836509558 or 
adoptions@purrpawsforlife.co.za

Home check and adoption fee applies.
Adoption fee includes vaccination 
certificates, sterilization and micro-chipping 
All for R850.

www.purrpawsforlife.co.za  

Rescue 911:
senior chow 
in need of a 
golden home.

Before adopting an 
adult dog, read our 
guides to adopting.
 
http://chowchows.za.org/chowadopt.htm
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skin troubles

 

HEALTH

Types of Skin Maladies

Chow Chows are prone to skin troubles - 
ranging widely in type and cause. Often it is 
purely environmental, sometimes hereditary.
Itching and scratching non stop, Hot Spots 
(itchy patches looking raw), unexplained hair-
loss - unilateral or bilateral or on odd places 
such as the nose or footpads - with or without 
itching, loss of pigmentation, thin brittle hair, 
dandruff, excessive hair growth, and more ... 
a long list indeed!

How does it affect my Chow Chow?
 
Some skin conditions cause the Chow Chow 
great discomfort and much scratching and 
biting leaves, at best, hairless areas and at 
worst, large raw superficially infected areas of 
the skin. Other conditions are more insiduous as 
there may be no scratching, but internally the 
dog may be experiencing symptoms which we 
humans do not observe readily. 
These latter conditions can lead to fast aging 
and death when not noticed or kept in check.

Investigate the various health concerns which could afflict your loved companion
on the Chow Chow Africa website:     http://chowchows.za.org/chowhealth.htm



What can the breeder do?

*  Keep dogs in excellent coat ondition and 
   practice diligent parasite control and educate
   your puppy buyers to do the same. 
*  Feed only high quality dog food and insist that
   your puppy buyers do the same.
*  Keep records of dogs in the lineage which
   manifest unexplained skin issues. Steer clear
   of repeating these or doubling up on issues.
*  Keep in touch with puppy buyers and keep
   record of any feedback which may indicate 
   an underlying issue emerging.
*  Continually research new information.

What can the buyer/owner do?
 
*  Only purchase from breeders who are 
   focused on health and temperament first.
*  If your pup develops a problem, improve 
   environmental conditions. Work along with 
   your veterinarian in diagnosing the REAL
   underlying reason. It may be quite basic.
*  Do not breed/stud your Chow Chow unless 
   you and the breeder of your dog have done 
   thorough research on the potential risks.
*  Stay informed on new research.
*  Stay in touch with your breeder with good 
   and not so good news - help them do better.

Put the Chow Chow’s well-being first:
 
The Chow Chow was a functional breed, hunting and working along with it’s humans. Allowing 
aspects such as personal likes and sentiment (cute, fluffy, short-legged, squash faced, wrinkly, 
biggest bones, biggest head, biggest hair, etc) dictate what you demand to buy from breeders, 
more often than not results in poor health for the Chow Chow.

If you truly love the Chow Chow, research the milleniums old history of the Chow Chow, what it’s 
functions were and why it is such a unique, special breed.  Demand that breeders and owners 
stay within moderate paramaters and play your part in preserving this beautiful, regal and 
functional breed for many more milleniums. 

www. chowtales.com



10% off all quotes
for Chow Chow Africa

Readers!

Andre - 082 267 4526  email: xlentnw@yahoo.com

DOMESTIC AND INDUSTRIAL,  INSTALLATIONS,  ALTERATIONS,  
MAINTENANCE,  FAULT FINDING AND REPAIRS,  
COF (CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE)
CCTV,  GATE MOTORS,  DATA CABLING,  GENERATORS,  
GEYSERS & STOVES,  POOL AND BOREHOLE PUMPS
GAUTENG BASED - WE DO TRAVEL!

www.chowchows.za.org/showcase.htm

Looking for a KUSA registered breeder? 

Visit our breeders’ listing page to find contact details .
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Chow Chows around
Southern Africa

Please notify us of any activities
around SA that Chow Chows have
been involved in and include photos
if you have such.

Cape Chow Chow community - join them on facebook...

Chow Chow Club of Gauteng

www.chowclub.co.za
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Next Issue December 2016

chowchows.za.org
An I-Read Publication

www.i-read.co.za
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